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AUSTRALIAN FTA RATIFICATIONS GET CLOSER: Australia’s ratification of new free trade agreements with 
Indonesia and Hong Kong got closer this week when Parliament’s Treaties Committee recommended their 
ratification. Trade Minister Birmingham urged Parliament to pass enabling legislation as soon as possible. 
 
US & JAPAN SIGN TRADE AGREEMENT: USTR Lighthizer and Ambassador Sugiyama formally signed a new 
bilateral trade agreement at The White House during the week. A digital trade agreement was also signed. 
President Trump said the two agreements represented a tremendous victory for both economies. 
 
US FARMERS WELCOME JAPAN TRADE AGREEMENT: The American Farm Bureau Federation was quick to 
welcome the new trade agreement between the US and Japan. Its president Zippy Duvall said it was “great 
news” US farmers and ranchers could now enjoy similar advantages to CP-TPP signatory economies. 
 
WTO REPORT HIGHLIGHTS SERVICES TRADE: The World Trade Organization’s 2019 World Trade Report, 
launched this week, highlights that services have become the most dynamic component of global trade. 
Trade in services has grown at 5.4% annually since 2005 compared to 4.6% annually for goods.  
 
AUSTRALIA BOOSTS BIOSECURITY: Australia has stepped up its resources to manage biosecurity threats 
to its agricultural sector with the launch of a comprehensive new online guide for emergency animal 
diseases. Australia is also planning a simulation exercise this year to test its disease response capabilities. 
 
US TOUGHENS UP ON CHINA: As US-China trade officials prepared to meet this week, the US toughened 
its stance on human rights in China. The Commerce Department added 28 Chinese organizations to a 
restricted list and the State Department announced visa restrictions for government and party officials. 
 
MODI CHAIRS CRITICAL MEETING: Prime Minister Modi was reported to have chaired a special meeting 
this week as India sought to finalize its position for this weekend’s meeting in Bangkok of trade ministers 
from the RCEP (ASEAN + 6) economies. India has long had concerns with opening its markets to China. 
 
AUSTRALIA REVIEWS EXPORT GRANT PROGRAM: Australia has commenced a review of its Export Market 
Development Grants Program in a bid to examine the most effective and efficient way it can best provide 
financial assistance to SME exporters. Some 3700 SME exporters accessed the program last year. 
 
NZ APPOINTS NEW TRADE ENVOY: New Zealand has named farmer Mel Poulton as its new Agricultural 
Trade Envoy. She will succeed Mike Petersen who has held the role since 2013. Poulton’s first priority will 
be to work with farmer groups and other sector stakeholders to build support for NZ-EU FTA negotiations. 
 
SINGAPORE NAMED WORLD’S MOST COMPETITIVE ECONOMY: The World Economic Forum’s Global 
Competitiveness Report 2019 has named Singapore as the world’s most competitive economy. It was 
followed by the US and Hong Kong. Australia was listed as 16th and New Zealand 19th. 
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